
Thomas Alwa Edison 

Thomas Alva Edison was an inventor and businessman who lived in the late 19th and 

early 20th centuries. He is known for his many inventions, which have had a huge impact 

on the world we live in today. 

Edison was born on February 11, 1847, in Milan, Ohio. He was the youngest of seven 

children, and his family was not very wealthy. When Edison was just seven years old, his 

family moved to Port Huron, Michigan. 

As a child, Edison was very curious and loved to learn new things. However, he struggled 

in school and was eventually taken out of school by his mother, who decided to teach 

him at home. Edison was a very fast learner, and he loved to read books on science and 

technology. 

When Edison was 12 years old, he got his first job selling newspapers and candy on a 

train that ran between Port Huron and Detroit. He soon became interested in 

telegraphy, which was a new and exciting technology at the time. Edison learned how to 

operate a telegraph machine and began working as a telegraph operator when he was 

just 15 years old. 

Edison's experience with telegraphy sparked his interest in inventing. He started 

tinkering with telegraph equipment and came up with several new ideas and inventions 

that made telegraphy faster and more efficient. 

In 1876, Edison opened a research laboratory in Menlo Park, New Jersey. This laboratory 

would become the world's first research and development facility. It was here that 

Edison and his team of scientists and engineers developed some of his most famous 

inventions, including the phonograph, the incandescent light bulb, and the motion 

picture camera. 

The phonograph was a machine that could record and play back sound. It was the first 

device that could capture and preserve sound, and it revolutionized the way people 

listened to music and recorded speeches and other sounds. 

The incandescent light bulb was another one of Edison's most famous inventions. Before 

Edison's light bulb, people used gas lamps or candles to light their homes and 

businesses. Edison's light bulb was much brighter and more efficient than these other 

types of lighting, and it quickly became the standard for indoor lighting. 



The motion picture camera was another one of Edison's most famous inventions. It was 

the first device that could capture and play back moving images. This invention led to 

the development of the movie industry, which has had a huge impact on popular culture 

around the world. 

In addition to these inventions, Edison also developed many other important 

technologies, including the storage battery, the electric generator, and the electric 

motor. His inventions transformed many aspects of modern life, from transportation to 

communication to entertainment. 

Edison was a very hardworking and dedicated inventor. He once said, "Genius is one 

percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration." This means that coming up 

with good ideas is important, but it's even more important to work hard and put in the 

effort to turn those ideas into reality. 

Despite his many successes, Edison also experienced many failures and setbacks. He 

tried and failed hundreds of times before finally coming up with a working prototype of 

the incandescent light bulb. However, he never gave up, and he continued to work hard 

and persevere until he succeeded. 

In addition to his work as an inventor, Edison was also a successful businessman. He 

founded the Edison Electric Light Company, which became one of the largest electric 

power companies in the world. He also held over 1,000 patents for his various 

inventions, which made him very wealthy. 

In conclusion, Thomas Alva Edison was an inventor and businessman who had a huge 

impact on the world we live in today. His many inventions 
 


